VI
THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION

THEEE is a famous passage in Plato to
which Western philosophers often recur,
because the idea in it is so haunting.
Attempting to describe the relation be-
tween our world and the ideal world,
Plato asks us to imagine a group of men
sitting at the door of a cave; they are
looking into the cave, but are so chained
that they cannot turn their heads so as to
look out of the cave. Imagine now there
passes in front of the cave a procession,
which is so lit from one side that shadows
of it are cast into the cave. The chained
prisoners will see, on the wall of the cave
before their eyes, only the shadows of the
people in the procession. The three-
dimensional solidity of each figure, and its
shape and colours, will all appear as a flat
shadow of length and breadth only. The